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Introduction

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is one of the most comprehensive letters
written by Paul to explain to us the nature of God and God's great plan
and purpose for His creation, especially the future of mankind. Sadly,
it has been greatly misunderstood by almost everyone who reads it.

Although the exact date the letter was written is somewhat unknown,
it is widely believed that Paul wrote the letter around 60 A.D., while
he was imprisoned in Rome (compare Acts 28).

Paul was undoubtedly concerned about the Ephesians and he tried
to give them encouragement and hope. At the time of Paul’s writings,
Ephesus was the commercial metropolis of Asia. It was known for the
Temple of Diana—one of the so-called seven wonders of the ancient
world. Paul had resided in Ephesus for two years, until the worshippers
of Diana stirred up a violent riot against him. Before being incarcerated
in Rome, Paul returned to the area for a final visit to warn the elders
of deception (Acts 20:17-38).
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Ephesians, Chapter 1

We read Paul’s words in Ephesians 1:1-2:

“(Verse 1) Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,
to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in
Christ Jesus: (Verse 2) Grace be to you, and peace, from
God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ (Emphasis
added throughout).”

Consistent with most of his writings, Paul identifies himself at the
very beginning of his letter as an apostle—someone who was sent out
to preach the gospel—emphasizing at the same time that he became
an apostle of Jesus Christ—not of or by or because of any man—and
Christ appointed him to be an apostle because it was the will of God
(the Father).

Paul makes it clear that there is a hierarchy within the Godhead—
God the Father is over all, followed by Jesus Christ, the Son. Jesus
Himself stated, after His resurrection, that He was returning to His
Father and His God (John 20:17). Paul acknowledges in Ephesians 1:17
that God the Father is “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Note that Paul addresses his letter to the “saints which are in
Ephesus,” and to the faithful in Christ Jesus. When people use the
term “saint,” they are typically referring to someone who has died
and has somehow “qualified to achieve sainthood.” This is an entirely
wrong concept. The biblical concept of saints refers to all believers
who are sanctified, or set aside, by and in Jesus Christ. Saints are
those believers who live here on earth (Psalm 16:3; Acts 9:41; Romans
15:26; 16:15), and being human, they can die (Psalm 116:15). Paul
is not writing to dead people.

Paul is reminding the Christians in Ephesus that they were called
out of the world—they were “saints,” set aside, sanctified—to be dif-
ferent—and as long as they remain faithful in Christ, they will succeed.
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However, Paul’s words would have reminded the Ephesian Christians
of his warning which he had given them earlier, as reported in Acts
20:17-38.

In verse 2 of Ephesians chapter 1, Paul shows that both God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ bestow grace and peace on the saints.
No mention is made of the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit is not a
person. Rather, it is the power of God emanating from both the Father
and the Son, Jesus Christ. As we thoroughly explain in our booklet,
“Paul’s Letter to the Galatians—How To Understand It,” whatever bless-
ings we have received is by God'’s grace. Paul is expressing his wish
that God’s blessings and His peace would abound toward the saints
in Ephesus.

Paul continues in Ephesians 1:3:

“(Verse 3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ:”

Paul explains that God the Father, and our Lord and Master, Jesus
Christ, have already blessed His people with all spiritual blessing neces-
sary to qualify for the Kingdom of God. At the very beginning, Paul
makes it clear to the Christians in Ephesus that they are without excuse
if they were to fail in their calling.

The term “heavenly places,” which Paul uses several times in his
letter, has confused some. But even those who falsely believe that we
go to heaven when we die have to admit that we are not yet in heaven.
So, what is meant by the phrase that God has placed us already in this
life “in heavenly places in Christ"?

The Greek words are “ta epourania” and mean, literally, “the heaven-
lies.” As we can see, the expression “places” was added by the translator.

Paul uses these words again in Ephesians 2:6 and 3:10, when he
states: “[God] has raised us up together [with Christ], and made us
sit together in the heavenly places [lit., in the heavenlies] in Christ
Jesus... now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by
the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places [lit.,
in the heavenlies]...” (New King James Bible).

4 ‘ Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians— How fo Understand If



Paul uses a related expression in Ephesians 6:12, in the New King
James Bible: “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places
[Greek: “epouranios,” lit. “in or on heaven”].

As Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible explains under No. 2032,
this word means literally, “above the sky.” It can refer to the third
heaven where God dwells, but it can also refer to the realm that is
above the first heaven or the sky.

For instance, we read that Satan is the prince of the power of the air,
although he is not necessarily in heaven. We read that prior to Christ’s
return, Satan will have no more access to God’s throne in heaven. But
even so, he remains the prince of the power of the air until Christ de-
thrones him and has him thrown into the abyss—the bottomless pit.

In addition, Paul uses the Greek expression “epouranios” in Philip-
pians 2:10, in the New King James Bible: “...that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of those in heaven [Greek: “epouranios”], and
of those on earth, and of those under the earth.”

The concept here is that every created being will submit to Christ—
including holy and fallen angels, as well as human beings—the living
and the dead (when the dead will come back to life as human beings).

The words [ “ta epouranios”| are also used in the gospel of John and
in the letter to the Hebrews, where the New King James Bible translates
them as, “heavenly things.”

In John 3:12: “If I have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?”

In Hebrews 8:4-5: “For if He [Christ] were on earth, He would not
be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the
law, who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses
was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle.
For He said, ‘See that you make all things according to the pattern
shown you on the mountain.”

Also, in Hebrews 9:23: “Therefore it was necessary that the copies
of things in the heavens [Greek: ouranoi] should be purified with these,
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.”

In those instances, the terms “ta epouranios” refer clearly to “things”
pertaining to the third heaven.
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When used as an adjective, the word “epouranios” can be found in
various places. For instance, Paul writes in Ephesians 1:20: ... He [God]
worked in Christ when He raised Him up from the dead and seated Him
at His right hand in the heavenly places [Lit., heavenly, or in heaven].”

While in many instances, the Greek term refers to someone or
something in the third heaven (Matthew 18:35; 1 Corinthians 15:48
-49; Hebrews 12:22), the Greek term can also refer to gifts or bless-
ings from heaven (compare Hebrews 3:1; 6:4; 11:16; 2 Timothy 4:18).

As Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible points out in regard to Ephesians
1:3, “The word ‘places’ is... not in the original. It may mean heavenly
‘places, or heavenly ‘things’ The word ‘places’ does not express the
best sense. The idea seems to be, that God has blessed us in Christ in
regard to heavenly subjects or matters.”

Vincent's Word Studies adds: “Places is supplied, the Greek mean-
ing ‘in the heavenlies! Some prefer to supply things, as more definitely
characterizing spiritual blessing. But in the four other passages where
the phrase occurs, [Ephesians 1:20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12], the sense is lo-
cal, and ‘epouranios,” "heavenly, is local throughout Paul’s epistles. The
meaning is that the spiritual blessings of God are found in heaven
and are brought thence to us.”

Paul is predominantly addressing spiritual blessings in Ephesians
1:3, but he is also referring to the fact that a Christian, wherever he
may be living, has been, figuratively speaking, resurrected with Christ
from the dead (Romans 6:3-11), and has been seated with Christ in
the heavenly realm. Later on in his letter, he makes it much clearer
that if we are called out of this world, then we are part of a heavenly
kingdom, being ambassadors for that kingdom, with our citizen-
ship being in heaven and our names having been written in heaven.

As Christ sits on high, together with the Father on the Father’s throne,
so we are, in that sense, sitting with Christ on the throne (compare
Revelation 3:21), although the literal fulfillment of this promise is still
in the future. At that time, we will not sit with Christ on the throne
that is in heaven, but rather, Christ will return to this earth and the
resurrected saints will sit on His throne that will be established here

on this earth. They will then rule with Him, here on this earth, for
1,000 years—also referred to as the Millennium.
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Continuing in Ephesians 1:4-6:

“(Verse 4) According [better: just] as he hath chosen us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before him in love: (Verse 5)
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his
will, (Verse 6) To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein
he hath made us accepted in the beloved.”

Beginning with these verses, Paul explains the highly misunderstood
concept of predestination. He reminds the Ephesians that God called
and chose them “before” the foundation of the world.

Paul mentions again the concept of predestination in Ephesians
1:11, where he says: “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all
things according to the counsel of His will” (New King James Bible).

As we explain in great detail in our free booklet, “Are You Predes-
tined to Be Saved?”, God the Father knew prior to the foundation of
the world—in fact, prior to the beginning of time (Titus 1:1-2)—that
His Son, Jesus Christ—the second member of the God Family—would
have to become a man and die for the sins of man; and that, BEFORE
God had even created man. In addition, God knew each and every
one of those whom He would decide to call to salvation in this day
and age; and that, BEFORE any human being existed.

Paul says in verse 5 that true Christians were predestined for the “adop-
tion” of children. A much better translation is “sonship,” [the German
Elberfelder Bible says correctly, “Sohnschaft;” i.e. “sonship”]. As we explain
atlength in our booklet, “Paul’s Letter to the Galatians—How to Understand
It,” God does not “adopt” us to become His children; rather, He is literally
reproducing Himself in man. He is giving man His very divine nature
through His Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:4), so that man can, quite literally,
become GOD—a full-fledged MEMBER of the very FAMILY of God.

But note that Paul says the Father chose us and predestined us in
Christ before the foundation of the world. It is only through Christ
that we can become God. As Paul wrote in Romans 8:29-30 (in the
New King James Bible):
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“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called,
these He justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

So we see that foreknowledge and predestination precede our
calling. And after we are called and we respond to our calling, then
we become chosen vessels of God, by obtaining justification through
the blood of Jesus Christ for the remission of our sins. And when we
remain faithful, we will inherit eternal life in the Kingdom and Family
of God. (For more information on our calling, please read our free
booklet, “Are You Predestined to Be Saved?")

But this is not automatic. We must do our part when we are called.
And so, Paul admonishes the Ephesians in verse 4 to remember the
purpose of their calling—to live holy and blameless in love.

At the same time, Paul reminds his readers in verses 5 and 6 that
our calling is not in accordance with our works—how we might have
lived, what “good deeds” we might have done—but strictly because
of God'’s will and His grace or undeserved favor. And even though
we must keep God’s commandments and live in a way that is pleasing
to God, our qualification for the Kingdom is, in the strictest sense,
due to God'’s grace, not due to our own deeds—because it is only
through God’s grace that we can even become accepted or qualified,
and further, our acceptance is because of what His beloved Son has
been doing for us, and is still doing for us today.

Paul continues in Ephesians 1:7-8:

“(Verse 7) In whom we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
(Verse 8) Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom
and prudence;”

It is through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice that we can have redemption;
that is, in this context, forgiveness of our sins. The word “redemption”
in Greek has the meaning of “loosing away.” Through the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, sin and its penalty—death—have lost their hold over us
IF we repent of our sins and accept Christ’s sacrifice as payment for
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the remission of our sins (compare Romans 3:21-26). But as we will
see, the concept of redemption is broader and more encompassing
than just forgiveness of sin.

In general, sin is foremost defined as lawlessness or iniquity—the
transgression of God's law (1 John 3:4). God forgives us our sins when
we repent of them and believe that Christ’s sacrifice is necessary, and
also sufficient to obtain redemption and reconciliation with God. But
all of this is accomplished through God’s grace—His favor and pardon
for us—which is given to us as a gift. We did not and do not deserve
it, but at the same time, God withholds His grace from us when we
refuse to repent, because we are showing Him through our conduct
that we do not want His gift.

Note in verse 7 that Paul does not use the common word for “sins,”
but a different word, which is better translated as “trespasses.” The
Greek word is “paraptoma” and is used in passages such as Matthew
6:14-15; Mark 11:25-26; 2 Corinthians 5:19; and Colossians 2:13.
This Greek word describes mainly a trespass against our fellow man, while
the word for “sin,” which is commonly rendered from the Greek word,
“hamartia,” describes sin against God in the broadest sense, since all
sin is ultimately against God who is the Lawgiver (James 4:11-12). In
Ephesians 2:1-2, both Greek words are used.

We find both words also used in James 5:15-16, in the context
of healing. Normally, we are to confess our sins to God and not to
other people (Romans 14:10-12; Psalm 32:1-5), but when we have
committed a trespass against our fellow man, we are to “confess” our
fault to him to bring about reconciliation and peace. James tells us that
we cannot expect healing if there are continuing lingering problems
between us. Unresolved problems, especially between brethren, may
prevent healing of physical sickness. For a thorough discussion of this
issue, please read our free booklet, “Sickness and Healing— What the
Bible Tells Us,” especially pages 50-53.

Paul also explains in verse 8 that it is through the gift of God—His
grace—that we can abound in wisdom and prudence or understanding.
We are told to grow in grace and knowledge of the Son Jesus Christ
(2 Peter 3:18).

Paul goes on to say the following in Ephesians 1:9-10:

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians—How fo Understand It | 9



“(Verse 9) Having made known unto us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
purposed in himself: (Verse 10) That in the dispensation
of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are
on earth; even in him:”

As we point out in our booklet, “The Mysteries of the Bible,” the
Holy Scriptures speak about quite a few mysteries. Christ spoke in
parables so that the multitudes would not understand the mysteries
of the kingdom of God, but He would later explain them to His dis-
ciples (Matthew 13:11).

Here, in Ephesians 1:9, Paul addresses the mystery of God’s will.
Man cannot understand God'’s will, unless God reveals it. And so, this
world is still in darkness as to the will and purpose of God, but God
has revealed His will to His disciples. God did not need a counselor to
teach Him what He should do—rather, God purposed in His own mind
what His will was and is, and that He would reveal it to His followers
“in the dispensation of the fullness of time”—that is, when the time
had come to carry it out. (We will discuss later what is meant with the
term, “dispensation.”) And so, Paul explains that in New Testament
times, God would begin to gather together in one “all things in Christ,
which are in heaven and which are on earth.”

The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary explains this passage
as follows:

“Greek, ‘sum up under one head’... The ‘good pleasure which
He purposed, was ‘to sum up all things (Greek, ‘The whole range of
things’) in Christ’... God’s purpose is to sum up the whole creation
in Christ, the Head of angels... and of men... of Jews and Gentiles;
of the living and the dead...; of animate and inanimate creation. Sin
has disarranged the creature’s relation of subordination to God. God
means to gather up all together in Christ; or as [Colossians 1:20] says,
‘By Him to reconcile all things unto Himself, whether things in earth
or things in heaven...”

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible adds the following thoughts:

“All things'... It is remarkable that Paul has used here a word which
is in the neuter gender. It is not all ‘persons, all angels, or all human
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beings, or all the elect, but all ‘things’... Paul did not use this word
without design. All ‘things’ are placed under Christ... and the design of
God is to restore harmony in the universe. Sin has produced disorder...
“The world is disarranged. The effects of transgression are seen
everywhere, and the object of the plan of redemption is to put things
on their pristine footing and restore them as they were at first. Every-
thing is, therefore, put under the Lord Jesus, and all things are to be
brought under his control, so as to constitute one vast harmonious
empire. The amount of the declaration here is, that there is hereafter
to be one kingdom, in which there shall be no jar or alienation; that
the now separated kingdoms of heaven and earth shall be united under
one head, and that henceforward all shall be harmony and love...”
As Paul says in verse 10, all of this is to occur “in the dispensation
of the fullness of times,” or, as the Jamieson, Fausset and Brown com-

"r

mentary explains, “'Unto the dispensation of the fullness of the times,
that is, ‘which He purposed in Himself with a view to... the [future]
administration belonging to... the fullness of the times.”

Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible adds that the word “dispen-
sation” [“administration”; “stewardship”; or “fellowship” in some
translations (see also Ephesians 3:2, 9; Colossians 1:25; 1 Corinthians
9:17] “is the same as our word economy [and] signifies... ‘the plan
which the master of a family, or his steward, has established for the
management of the family;’ it signifies, also, a plan for the manage-
ment of any sort of business.”

Young's Analytical Concordance to the Bible defines the Greek word
for “dispensation” as “law or arrangement of a house.” The Elberfelder
Bibel translates, “Verwaltung” (i.e., “administration”), but states in a
footnote that the meaning could also be “Haushalt” (i.e., “household”).
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible states, under Number 3622:
“administration (of a household or estate).”

W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, explains that

nou

the Greek word for “dispensation” “primarily signifies the manage-
ment of a household or of household affairs; then the management
or administration of the property of others, and so a stewardship... A
dispensation is not a period or epoch (a common, but erroneous, use
of the word), but a mode of dealing, an arrangement or administra-

tion of affairs.”
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God the Father is indeed the Master of the God Family; Jesus Christ
is the Son of God; and true Christians are members of the “house-
hold of God” (Ephesians 2:19; compare Galatians 6:9-10). They are
the Father’s begotten children. They will BECOME born-again divine
children at the time of their resurrection (compare 1 John 3:1-2).

Continuing in Ephesians 1:11-12:

“(Verse 11) In whom also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestinated according to the purpose of him who
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: (Verse
12) That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first
trusted in Christ.”

As mentioned, God predestined us in accordance with His will,
not because of any works that we might have done (compare Romans
9:10-13). Once we realize our calling and respond to it, we are to live
righteously—to the praise of His glory, as we read in Matthew 5:16.
But the fact that some have been predestined to be called in this day
and age does not mean that others who are not being called at this

time are lost. They will be called later. We who are being called at this
time are merely the “first” who have trusted in Christ. We are firstfruits
(James 1:18; Revelation 14:4), but others will certainly follow.

Paul also says in verse 11, according to the Authorized Version and
the New King James Bible, that we have obtained an inheritance. This
is an incorrect translation.

As Vincent's Word Studies points out, “the verb means literally to
determine, choose, or assign by lot. From the custom of assigning portions
of land by lot, [the Greek word] acquires the meaning of that which is
thus assigned; the possession or portion of land. An heir is originally one
who obtains by lot. The [Authorized Version] here makes the verb active
where it should be passive. The literal sense is we were designated as a
heritage... or... were made a heritage.”

As the physical Israelites were a people of inheritance (Deuteronomy
4:20), acquiring their land by lot, so spiritual Israelites, as Abraham’s
heirs and the spiritual people of God’s inheritance, will inherit the
Kingdom of God and will rule on this earth.

12 ‘ Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians— How fo Understand If



We read in Romans 4:13-16 (New King James Bible): “For the
promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham
or his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith...
so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those
who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all...”

Paul adds in Galatians 3:29 (New King James Bible): “And if you
are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to
the promise.”

Hebrews 11:9 tells us that Abraham “dwelt in the land of promise
as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs
with him of the same promise,” and Hebrews 11:13 continues: “These
all died in faith, not having received the promises.”

Hebrews 11:39-40 reiterates, and at the same time includes all
Christians as heirs of the promises: “And all these, having obtained a
good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God hav-
ing provided something better for us, that they should not be made
perfect apart from us” (New King James Bible).

Abraham will still receive the promise of eternal life and of becoming
ruler and possessor of the inheritance. And every true Christian will
share in this inheritance. Christ told Paul that He would use him “to
open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins
and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me”
(Acts 26:18, New King James Bible).

As a true Christian, you belong to the people of God'’s inheritance.
And as such, you will “inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34, New King James Bible).
And so, the Revised English Bible translates Ephesians 1:11 as follows:
“In Christ indeed we have been given our share in the heritage, as was
decreed in his design..."

Continuing in Ephesians 1:13-14:
“(Verse 13) In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also

after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
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promise, (Verse 14) Which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of his glory.”

Paul summarizes here in a few words the mystery of salvation, as
revealed in the gospel to those who believe.

As we explain in our booklet, “The Gospel of the Kingdom of God,”
there is only one gospel—and it is clearly identified and described as
the gospel of the Kingdom of God. But this gospel has many differ-
ent aspects and components, and our salvation is most certainly part
of it. In fact, salvation, eternal life and the Kingdom of God or of heaven
(as it is a kingdom ruled from heaven) are used synonymously in Matthew
19:16-26. When we enter the Kingdom of God, we enter into eternal
life and inherit our eternal salvation.

But in order to be able to do this, we must first hear the word of
truth—the good news or the gospel. Once we hear, we must believe
or trust Christ our Savior, realizing that there is no salvation in any
other (Acts 4:12). Paul explains it this way in Romans 10:13-17 (New
King James Bible):

“For ‘whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved! How
then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless
they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!’
But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, ‘TLORD, who
has believed our report?’ So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.”

Belief or trust in Christ must be accompanied by obedience in
Him (compare also Matthew 7:21-23; John 14:24; 15:14). When we
repent of our sins and believe in the gospel and His sacrifice, manifest-
ing our faith through obedience, and subsequently get baptized, we
will receive the promised gift of the Holy Spirit (Mark 16:15-16; Acts
2:38-39; 5:31-32; 8:12).

When we obtain the Holy Spirit, we are sealed by it. As long as
the Spirit dwells in us, we are sealed as the begotten children of God.
Nobody can snatch us out of God’s hands.
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We read that the Father set His seal on Jesus Christ (John 6:27).
And so, God “also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts
as a guarantee [or earnest; see discussion below]” (2 Corinthians
1:21-22, New King James Bible).

God knows those who are His, as 2 Timothy 2:19 says: “Nevertheless
the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows
who are His, and ‘Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart
from iniquity’” (New King James Bible).

However, it is possible for us to lose out if we are not careful. Paul
warns us in Ephesians 4:30: “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
by whom [better: which] you were sealed for the day of redemption
(New King James Bible).

The Holy Spirit in us is our earnest—our down payment, our
guarantee or surety—for the day of our redemption (compare again
Ephesians 1:14). We saw earlier, in Ephesians 1:7, that Paul equated
“redemption”—the concept of “loosing away”—with forgiveness of
sin. But as mentioned, “redemption” includes more than that. In fact,
forgiveness of sin is just the starting point.

In Luke 21:28 Christ tells His end-time disciples: “Now when these
things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption draws near” (New King James Bible).

The concept of redemption includes our change from mortal to
immortal; from human to divine; from physical to spirit. Romans
8:23 says: “Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for
the adoption [better: sonship], the redemption of our body” (New King
James Bible).

As 2 Corinthians 5:4-5 says: “For we who are in this tent groan,
being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further
clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. Now He who has
prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit
as a guarantee” (New King James Bible; its margin says “down payment,
earnest”). Compare also 1 Corinthians 15:44, 49-57.

But as mentioned, “redemption” begins with forgiveness of sin—the
“transgressions” of the law—Ileading to the receipt of the “promise of
the eternal inheritance” (Hebrews 9:15).

But Paul says even more in these two short verses in Ephesians
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1:13 and 14. The Holy Spirit in us is not only the earnest or surety of
our promised inheritance until the redemption of our bodies, but it
is also the earnest of the “purchased possession.”

We don't belong to ourselves anymore. We were bought at a price
(1 Corinthians 6:20). Christ purchased us with His own blood (Acts
20:28). We—our body and our spirit—belong to God. WE are His
purchased possession (compare again 1 Corinthians 6:20).

As the Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary states it: “God’s people
|are] purchased. .. as His peculiar... possession by the blood of Christ.”

And as long as we don't turn our back on God, both the Father
and the Son live in us. They live in Their possession through the Holy
Spirit (John 14:23).

Finally, Paul emphasizes again that all of this is occurring “to the
praise” of God's glory. This means that rather than glorying in ourselves,
we are to glory in and praise God who makes all of this possible. As
Paul said in Ephesians 3:20-21: “Now to Him who is able to do ex-
ceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
to all generations forever and ever. Amen” (New King James Bible).

Paul continues in Ephesians 1:15-18:

“(Verse 15) Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, (Verse 16) Cease
not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers, (Verse 17) That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of him: (Verse 18) The eyes
of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saints,”.

In these and the following verses, Paul gives us important con-
cepts of what to pray for—not just for ourselves, but also for others,
especially those dear to us: After Paul had heard of the faith in Jesus
and the love of the brethren in Ephesus to ALL the saints—not just a
selected few—he gave thanks to God for them in his prayers. He thanks
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God for His decision to call those brethren in Ephesus.

And this was not just a one-time prayer for just the brethren in
Ephesus. First, Paul said that he did not cease giving thanks for the
Ephesian brethren in prayer. Second, he prayed in a similar way for the
Corinthian brethren (1 Corinthians 1:4-9); the Philippian brethren
(Philippians 1:3-6); the Colossian brethren (Colossians 1:3-12); and the
Thessalonian brethren (1 Thessalonians 1:2-4; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4).

Remember that Jesus Christ thanked God the Father that He had
hidden things from some, but revealed them to others (Luke 10:21).
And so we must also give thanks for each other.

Paul continues to point out his wish that the Father would give
the brethren more of His Holy Spirit of wisdom, knowledge and
understanding, so that they could really comprehend “the hope”
of their calling and “the riches of the glory” of God'’s inheritance
which He is willing to share with the saints.

Paul expresses a similar thought in Romans 9:23-24, praying that
God “might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of
mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom
He called...” (New King James Bible).

Especially in times of trials and suffering, it is important to con-
centrate on and meditate about the “glory which shall be revealed in
us” (Romans 8:18). Paul explains in 2 Corinthians 4:17:

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

Continuing in Ephesians 1:19-23:

“(Verse 19) And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to
us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power, (Verse 20) Which he wrought in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand
in the heavenly places, (Verse 21) Far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that
is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to
come: (Verse 22) And hath put all things under his feet, and
gave him to be the head over all things to the church, (Verse
23) Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”
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Paul emphasizes that he persistently prays to God the Father to
reveal to the brethren in Ephesus the correct comprehension of “the
exceeding greatness of His (i.e. the Father's) power” toward the
believers. He reminds them that it is that same power with which He
raised Jesus from the dead, and with which He set Him at His right
hand in the “heavenlies”—that is, in this context, in the third heaven
where God's throne is.

Paul goes on to say that through God’s power, Christ was placed
above all “power, and might, and dominion.” As we explain in our free
booklet, “Angels, Demons and the Spirit World,” these expressions could
refer to angelic ranks in the spirit world. Paul’s point is that Christ
was placed over anything and everything created. He has been given
all authority in heaven and on earth (Hebrews 1:1-4). All things are
placed under His feet, and He is the Head over all things, including
the Church, the “body of Christ” (Colossians 1:18).

Christ became the Head, as the Father “gave [Him] to be the head
over all things to the church.” This is remarkable, as we also read that
Christ, as the Head of the church, gave and gives the ministry to the
church (Ephesians 4:11-16).

God is love, and love can be defined as a way of giving. And so,
God who loved and loves the Son (Colossians 1:13), gave Him to
the world (John 3:16) and He gives Him to the Church, because He
loves us AS He loves the Son (John 17:23). Christ gave His life for the
remission of sins, because He loves man, and He gives ministers to His
church for edification and teaching and instruction of the brethren,
because He loves us.

As Ephesians 1:21 says, Christ’s name is higher than every other name
which has existed or does exist today or will exist in the future—and
it is only through His name that man can be saved (compare again
Acts 4:12).

Having said all this, it is clearly taught in Scripture that Christ is,
and always will be, subject to and under the authority of God the Father
(1 Corinthians 15:24-28; compare also 1 Corinthians 3:23; 11:3).
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Ephesians, Chapter 2

Paul continues in Ephesians 2:1-3:

“(Verse 1) And you hath he quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins (Verse 2) Wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience: (Verse 3) Among whom also we all
had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were
by nature the children of wrath, even as others.”

As Paul addresses in verse 1, humankind, being cut off from God,
is spiritually dead (Matthew 8:22). Before conversion, every Christian
was also spiritually dead in their trespasses (committed against his
fellow man) and sins (committed directly against God). But once a
Christian responds to his calling, repents, believes in the gospel and
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, becomes baptized (with the laying on of
hands by a true minister of God), and receives the Holy Spirit, he is

" ou

“quickened,” “awakened,” or “made alive.”

Paul expresses it this way in Romans 6:6, 11: “... knowing this that
our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. .. reckon yourselves
to be... alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord...” (New King James Bible).

But it is important that we stay alive and awake, because it is pos-
sible to fall again into spiritual sleep. Later on, in Ephesians 5:14, Paul
returns to this concept: “Therefore He says: ‘Awake, you who sleep, Arise
from the dead, And Christ will give you light'” (New King James Bible).

The devil is still very active, and Paul reminds the brethren in Ephe-
sus (in verse 2) that they must fight or wrestle against the schemings
of the devil and his demons—those wicked and evil spirits which rule
in the darkness of this age. He also tells them that they cannot do it
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without God's help (compare Ephesians 6:11-12).

Before our conversion, we lived like all the others do—following
Satan the devil, the prince of the power of the air (verse 2), the spirit
which influences man through his thoughts and evil attitudes which
he “broadcasts” though the air and sends them into the minds of the
people. His desire is to deceive man to be disobedient to God. He
knows that disobedience or sin leads to death, unless repented of.
In obeying the lusts and desires of the flesh, which are stirred up by
Satan, mankind became “children” of “God’s wrath.”

Satan is not only called the “prince” (Ephesians 2:2) and “power
of darkness” (Luke 22:53), but also the “ruler of this world” (John
14:30, New King James Bible) and the “god of this world” (2 Corinthians
4:4), who has deceived the whole world (Revelation 12:9). And men
live or drift along in accordance with Satan’s “course” or “Zeitgeist”
(“aion” in Greek, meaning “age”), following the dictates and ideas of
others who are under the influence of the devil—and who are, too
often, “willingly ignorant” or “forgetful” (New King James Bible) of
their wrong-doing and their judgment to come (2 Peter 3:5).

Notice how the Phillips translation renders Ephesians 2:1-3:

“To you, who were spiritually dead all the time that you drifted
along on the stream of this world’s ideas of living, and obeyed its un-
seen ruler (who is still operating in those who do not respond to the
truth of God), to you Christ has given life! We all lived like that in the
past, and followed the impulses and imaginations of our evil nature,
being in fact under the wrath of God by nature, like everyone else...”

Man’s carnal desires (see Ephesians 2:3) are opposed to the way
of God—in fact, they are described as enmity with God (James 4:4).
As long as this enmity is not destroyed, God’s wrath is still over them
(Matthew 3:7; John 3:36). As Paul says again in Ephesians 5:6: “Let
no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience” (New King James
Bible); compare also Colossians 3:5-10.

Continuing in Ephesians 2:4-7:

“(Verse 4) But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us, (Verse 5) Even when we were dead in
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sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;) (Verse 6) And hath raised us up together, and made
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: (Verse 7)
That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches
of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”

In verse 4, Paul emphasizes that God loved us first (1 John 4:19).
He extended His mercy towards us when we were sinners and when
we were counted as His enemies (Romans 5:10). When we were hostile
towards Him, He sent His Son to die for us, so that through His death
we could have life. He did it, not because of anything we might have
done, but solely because of His grace (Ephesians 2:5)—His unmerited
and undeserved favor and pardon for us.

Once we accept Christ’s sacrifice, God “quickens us” and raises us
up (verse 6), spiritually. He is making us alive and setting us aside—
placing us into a different category of people. We are no longer of
this world, although we still live in it. But we are now focusing and
concentrating on “the things which are above, where Christ is, sitting
at the right hand of God.” We are no longer setting our minds on the
things down here below (Colossians 3:1-2). As Christ is quite liter-
ally in the third heaven, so we have fellowship—in the Spirit—with
Him and the Father in the third heaven (1 John 1:3; 1 Corinthians
1:9, compare Hebrews 12:22-24).

As pioneers and firstfruits, God is creating in us His righteous char-
acter, to the extent that we submit to Jesus Christ who is living in us

through the Holy Spirit; so that in the wonderful world tomorrow—“the
ages to come” (Ephesians 2:7)—His tremendous grace and kindness
toward us can be seen by all, when we have become immortal Spirit
beings and born-again members of the very Family of God (Revela-
tion 3:9), ruling with and under Christ as kings and priests for one
thousand years (Revelation 5:10; 20:6).

Paul continues in Ephesians 2:8-10:

“(Verse 8) For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: (Verse 9) Not of
works, lest any man should boast. (Verse 10) For we are his
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workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”

Again, Paul shows in verse 8 that our calling is strictly based
on God'’s grace and not on our works. He also says that we are saved
by faith. Both concepts of salvation and faith have been terribly
misunderstood. We discuss these concepts in our free booklet, “Paul’s
Letter to the Galatians—How to Understand It.”

Very briefly, Paul is referring to living faith—not dead faith. Living
faith requires obedience. We cannot expect God’s favors if we refuse
to obey Him. Also, Scripture distinguishes between our faith in Christ
and His sacrifice, and the very faith of Christ. Christ lives in us when
we receive the Holy Spirit. Both our faith in Christ and Christ’s faith

in us are necessary for salvation.

In addition, salvation itself is a process. We were saved; we are being
saved; and we will be saved. And this means that our salvation can be lost.

Paul states in verse 8, in the Authorized Version, that “it is the gift
of God.” First, this refers to “faith.” But not only the faith of Christ in
us is a gift, bestowed on us when we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:38)—even our belief in Christ is a gift of God (Philippians
1:29). Nobody can come to Christ unless the Father draws Him (John
6:44, 65). In fact, even repentance is a gift from God (Romans 2:4),
and so is our ability to understand spiritual things (1 Corinthians
2:9-12). God must reveal Himself and His knowledge to us (Matthew
11:25, 27; 16:17).

So we see that the gift, spoken of by Paul in Ephesians 2:8, is not
just referring to faith, but it speaks about the entire concept of salva-
tion. [Please note that the words, “it is” in the phrase “it is the gift of
God,” are not in the Original.]

Albert Barnes’ Note on the Bible states: “’It is the gift of God’ - Salva-
tion by grace is his gift. It is not of merit; it is wholly by favor.”

We can clearly see, then, why God emphasizes the fact that we
have nothing to boast about. If all that we have received is through
God'’s gift, and not because of anything we have done, then why would
anyone think he has something to be proud of?

As Paul says in Romans 3:25-27: “...God passed over the sins that
were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
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righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who
has faith in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded...” (New King
James Bible).

However, the gift of God's salvation does not leave us without re-
sponsibility. Even though we were predestined to be offered salvation
in this day and age, we must accept the offer, and we must allow God
to make us His “workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works” (Ephesians 2:10). We must do good works (Galatians 6:10;
Colossians 1:10; 2 Timothy 2:21); that is, we must allow Jesus Christ
to do good works through us.

The Ryrie Study Bible explains correctly: “Salvation is by grace
through faith. Faith involves knowledge of the gospel (Romans 10:14),
acknowledgment of the truth of its message, and personal reception of
the Savior (John 1:12). Works cannot save (Ephesians 2:9), but good
works always accompany salvation (verse 10, James 2:17).”

But while we perform good works, we still have no cause to boast
about or glory in ourselves, because Paul goes on to explain (in verse
10) that God has before ordained those good works for us to walk in
them. This means that God provides opportunities for us to do good
works, and it is our duty to respond by allowing Christ to work these
good works through us. As we can see, all glory and praise belongs to
God. That is why Jesus said in Matthew 5:16 that people will glorify
GOD when they see our good works.

Note how the Phillips translation renders Ephesians 2:10: “For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do those good deeds
which God planned for us to do.”

The Amplified Bible states: “For we are God’s [own] handiwork...
recreated in Christ Jesus... that we may do those good works which
God predestined (planned beforehand) for us, (taking paths which
He prepared ahead of time) that we should walk in them...”

It is true, as some commentaries point out, that when God calls
us, He expects us to live a righteous life; and that in that sense, God
has predetermined that His people should perform good works. But
much more is involved in Paul’s statement. We might compare it with
John 5:36, where Christ said: “... the works which My Father has
given Me to FINISH—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me,
that the Father has sent Me.”

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians—How fo Understand It | 23



The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary, in referring to this pas-
sage in John 5:36, goes on to say: “’before ordained” — Greek, ‘before
made ready’ ... God marks out for each in His purposes beforehand,
the particular good works, and the time and way which [He] sees best.
God both makes ready by His providence the opportunities for the

works, and makes us ready for their performance
This shows even less reason or cause to boast about “our” ac-

”

complishments. It is God who creates us anew. We are becoming a
new creation through Him. Paul says in Ephesians 4:24 that we are
to “put on the new man which was created according to God, in true
righteousness and holiness” (New King James Bible). Compare also 2
Corinthians 5:17 and Galatians 6:15. We are God'’s creation, and all
glory and praise belongs to God!

Continuing in Ephesians 2:11-13:

“(Verse 11) Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that
which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;
(Verse 12) That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without
God in the world: (Verse 13) But now in Christ Jesus ye who
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.”

Paul reminds the Ephesians in verse 11 that they were “Gentiles in
the flesh” before their conversion; that is, they were physically uncir-
cumcised and, based on Old Testament ritual law, unable to obtain, in
that condition, full status in Israel. They were “aliens” and “strangers”
from the community of Israel and the covenants of promise.

For instance, in Old Testament times, the stranger who lived in Israel
and wanted to keep the Passover with Israel had to become circum-
cised. Before the New Testament Church understood that circumcision
was no longer required (compare Acts 15:1, 5-9), no uncircumcised
person could become a member of the Church.

As Paul says in verse 12, God gave Israel the covenants and the
promises. We read in Romans 9:4-5:
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“... who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption [better:
sonship], the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service
of God, and the promises, of whom are the fathers and from whom,
according to the flesh, Christ came...”

But Paul is speaking in Romans 9 foremost about the Church of
God—the spiritual Israel of God (Galatians 6:16). Christians—Jews
and Gentiles—must become spiritual Israelites. While physical cir-
cumcision is no longer important, spiritual circumcision is mandated.
It is only those who are the true children of promise who belong to
Israel (Romans 9:6-8; Galatians 4:28).

Paul makes clear in Galatians 3:7: “Therefore know that only those
who are of faith are sons of Abraham” (New King James Bible).

And he states in Galatians 3:29 that “if you are Christ’s, then you
are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” (New King
James Bible).

When Christ died, He “made us nigh” or reconciled us to the Father
(Ephesians 2:13). This is true for ancient Israelites as well as Gentiles.
Even though Jesus Christ—the God of the Old Testament—gave ancient
Israel the law, the covenants and the promises, Israel turned their back
on God, and they too became those without Christ, having no hope,
and being without God in the world.

But this is especially true for Gentiles who did not even have
physical access to the commonwealth of Israel and who were never
parties to the covenants and recipients of the promises, and who did
not even know the true God and who had no hope or knowledge of
the resurrection (see by comparison Psalm 16:9; Joel 3:16; Jeremiah
17:13; Ezekiel 37:11-14).

The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary makes the following
remarks regarding Paul’s statement in Ephesians 2:12 that the Gentiles
were “without God”:

“...'without God" — Greek, ‘atheists, that is, they had not ‘God’ in
the sense we use the word, the Eternal Being who made and governs
all things (compare Acts 11:15, ‘Turn from these vanities unto the living
God who made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things therein’),
whereas [ancient Israel] had distinct ideas of God and immortality.
Compare also [Galatians 4:8:] ‘Ye knew not God ... ye did service unto
them which are no gods’...”
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The commentary is also referring to 1 Thessalonians 4:5 in the
context (“... the Gentiles... do not know God...").

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible states:

“All Christians may in like manner be reminded of the fact that,
before their conversion, they were ‘without Christ.... [The Jews] had
his law, his temple, his sabbaths, and the ordinances of his religion...
To all these the pagans had been strangers. .. The word rendered here as
‘commonwealth’—politeia—means properly citizenship, or the right
of citizenship, and then a community, or state... they were strangers
to the privileges of the people of God.

“...they were without any proper ground of hope... No hope of
life in a future world can be founded on a proper basis which does
not rest on some promise of God, or some assurance that he will save
us... they had no knowledge of the true God. This was... once true of
all who are now Christians. They had no God. They did not worship
him, or love him, or serve him, or seek his favors, or act with reference
to him and his glory...”

Paul’s point in Ephesians 2:11-13 is that Gentiles, being cut off
from Israel, had no hope of salvation, but neither did physical Israel
as long as they rejected Christ. However, spiritual Israelites are the true
seed of the fathers—Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; and the covenants of
promises, as well as sonship, the law, and the glory, pertain to them.
All true Christians—Gentiles or Jews—were reconciled to God through
the blood of Christ, and have been brought near to God the Father.

Paul continues in Ephesians 2:14-17:

“(Verse 14) For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;
(Verse 15) Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for
to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;
(Verse 16) And that he might reconcile both unto God in
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:”

Many teach that Paul said Christ came to do away with the law of
God, and they use scriptures like Ephesians 2:15 or Colossians 2:14 to

26 | Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians—How fo Understand It



prove their point. In Colossians 2:14, Paul uses similar wording when
he says that God made Christ alive, having forgiven us all trespasses,
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.”

Please note that the New King James Bible says here, “requirements,”
instead of “ordinances,” but the Greek word is the same in Ephesians
2:15 and Colossians 2:14, and should be consistently translated.

In both passages, Paul uses the word “ordinances.” This word does
not refer in any way to the Ten Commandments or the statutes and
judgments defining and magnifying the Ten Commandments. Sin is
defined as the transgression of the law. Christ said He did not come to
abolish the law. He said that if we want to enter into life, we have to
keep the commandments, and James said that if we break one of the
commandments, we are guilty of having broken all of them.

“The law of commandments contained in ordinances” in Ephesians
2:15 and the “handwriting of ordinances” in Colossians 2:14 is not a
reference to the Ten Commandments. The Greek word for “ordinance”
is “dogma” and refers to a “decree.” In Luke 2:1, it is used to describe
a decree of Emperor Augustus; Acts 17:7 refers to decrees of Caesar;
and in Acts 16:4, it describes the decrees issued by the apostles regard-
ing decisions made during the ministerial conference in Acts 15. In
Colossians 2:20, Paul says that the Gentiles in Colossi were still subject
to ordinances or decrees (in Greek, “dogmatizomai”; the New King James
Bible says, “requirements”), which were, in that case, based on “the
commandments and doctrines of men” (verse 22).

We see, then, that the word for ordinances or decrees was never
used to describe laws that were given directly by God.

Vincent's Word Studies explains that the “ordinances” or decrees
identify the nature of the “law of commandments” mentioned in
Ephesians 2:15, stating:

“The middle wall of partition, the enmity, was dissolved by the abo-
lition of the law of commandments... Law is general, and its contents
are defined by commandments, special injunctions, which injunctions in
turn were formulated in definite decrees. Render the entire passage
[in Ephesians 2:14-15]: brake down the middle-wall of partition, even
the enmity, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments contained
in ordinances.”
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The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary agrees, stating that ac-
cording to the Greek, it should read: “the law of the commandments

consisting) in ordinances.”

As we explain at length in our free booklet, “And Lawlessness Will
Abound,” the word “law” is used in the Bible in many different ways,
and the context shows how it is to be understood in a particular pas-
sage. For instance, the Bible speaks of the law of the sacrifices; the law
of our sinful nature; the law of the Ten Commandments; the law of
righteousness, etc. Here, the reference to commandments consisting
or contained in ordinances defines what law Paul is referring to.

Surprisingly, then, Paul is not talking about ANY law, which God
gave the people. Rather, he is talking about human laws, command-
ments and decrees.

These laws or ordinances included restrictive pharisaical decrees—
inventions and traditions of men—as well as ascetic oppressive
ordinances of Gentile philosophers. In both cases, following these
ordinances leads to sin, as they are contrary to the law of God.

Christ said about the man-made rules of Judaism that people did
away with the commandments of God in order to follow their own
traditions (Mark 7:7-13). (For a full explanation of those man-made
rules of Judaism, please read our free booklets, "Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians,” and “God’s Commanded Holy Days.")

In addition, Paul told the Gentiles that they violated God’s laws
by adhering to the practices taught by their philosophers, which were
“empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the
basic principles [or rudiments, Authorized Version] of the world, and
not according to Christ” (Colossians 2:8, New King James Version).

Paul also said in Colossians 2:14 that Christ blotted out the hand-
writing of ordinances, that was against us, and nailed it to the cross.

Paul is referring to a “handwriting” containing sins we commit-
ted by following decrees, traditions and philosophies of man—contrary to
the Word of God. In the Greek, the phrase for “handwriting” means
literally, “certificate or acknowledgment of debt in the handwriting
of the debtor.”

The phrase “of ordinances” or “decrees” [in “handwriting of ordi-
nances” in Colossians 2:14] should be translated as “in” or “consisting
in” ordinances or decrees (compare Vincent’s Word Studies and the

28 | Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians—How fo Understand It



Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary).

Paul is referring to the fact that Christ blotted out the handwriting
in—or consisting in—ordinances which was against us. This wording
indicates the basis for the certificate of debt—we incurred it because
we kept man’s ordinances, which were contrary to God's law.

But through Christ’s death, we obtained forgiveness of our sins—He
took the certificate of debt out of the way and nailed it to the cross,
thereby abolishing, nullifying, and extinguishing it (Colossians 2:14).

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible explains: “It is said that there is an
allusion here to the ancient method by which a bond or obligation
was cancelled, by driving a nail through it, and affixing it to a post.”

In the same way, Paul is saying in Ephesians 2:15 that Christ
abolished in His flesh, and through His death, the “law of command-
ments contained in human decrees or dogma,” which were contrary
to the Law of God.

As he states in verse 14, these human laws had not only created
enmity between God and man, but also between Jews and Gentiles.
This was even compounded by the fact that in Old Testament times,
God did not call the “uncircumcised” Gentiles, in general, to the truth
(see again Ephesians 2:11-13).

In perhaps alluding to the wall, which separated the court of the
Gentiles from the court of the Israelites in the Temple, Paul compared
the human traditions and rules with a “middle wall of partition”
(Ephesians 2:14). But Jesus Christ broke down and abolished that
barrier through His supreme sacrifice. We also recall that the veil of
the temple was torn from 